Yachting

DESTINATIONS

Captiva Comes Back
This Pine Island Sound resort
regains its paradise status
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ANCKE: THE BURALE ROOM, JUST CUTSIDE SOUTH SEAS, 1S A FUN FAMILY SPOT. RIGHT.
A SEA RAY PASSES TIME IN RED FISH PASS, ONE OF THE EETTER THNGS TO DO.
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USEPPA SLAND CLUE 5 LOCATED ON HISTORC USEFFA ISLAND, A PRIVATE ENCLAVE WITH AVAILABLE DOCKAGE
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TGP LEFT: THE RESTORED COLLIER INN ON USEPPA, SLAND ROTTCM LEFT: THE TIARA 3400
OPEN IN USEPPA. TOP RIGHT. THE SOUTH SEAS ISLAND RESCRT'S GOLF COURSE. BOTTOM
RIGHT: WARM, FRIENDLY SERVICE 5 XEY AT THE BEACH OF SOUTH SEAS PLANTATION

up % cate. During our visiL, room service
dd inronim éming was not yet
available There av ubo prvale escdences
inside the resart gates, m i) luve
are apparcathy bull
ar 1epotled relabvely
wr sake.
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Veterans of 1hs
Capt M's Restaurant, & popuiar spot for
cocktalls and  burgers. Renamed  the
bourshe Bar & Golll, the fare 15 far more
upscale, as are e prices. 11 might be easier
1o grouse ataut the pricey affesings if e
chel's ellonts were anvihng less than fabu
pass ocr e Kobe Beel Burger
and the Steak Frites—superb! The
Fxer-

owrside also serves eakfast

woring aongside lron Chef Masaharu
Moei Lunak 15 now responsle for
developing and managing the rescel’s culi
nary prog Whitke the Harbourskle Bar &
Gril s currently e only option on-site, e
resart's trolieys provide convenlerd shutile
10 Pearty eatenes and shopping, \We
oud food at e Mucky Dack and for
well as kils af heart, Uie Bubble
A0OMm 15 4 must-see

For Doaters the reson's locallon proviccs

ELANT

e ideal hase for explieing what | consider
otte of Florida's best crulsag grounds. With
a draft af st under foar feet the Tiara 36500
Oprery prosed ideal for visiting rearby iskands
Cablige Key is a mnust-stop for lunch or din-
ner The bar anid restaurant are perched al an
attude of 35 foct avop an ancient kol
ahell mound. This foundation clearly serv
the Sormer  Island estale-turmed-bouling-
hisurs wel | the storm. The bar s still nfe
with character and characers and he loe-
tune n autographed dollar bills plastere! an
Uie wals suntved. The sland affers froe
dockage 10 those who doe, and & nght
nd a variety of shore skle accom
modations are aallable

Nearhw Useppa [siarnd is 2 private enclo:
with a rieh higtory, The Useppa Isand Club is
Den to guests [ressrvalions ooy ) and dock-
agr % avadehle. The historic Coliker i has
been palnstakingly restaredd since the stonm
and s lovelier tan 1 bad remeraerad i
Linsest roems are avaiable, as are seversl cot-
VEmiss the fried grouper
o thal lraces

e the sinall s
1he isiand's rather pelectic s

Far thase who love fishng, the tapon
that pupulate llz area’s waters have oag
neen the mam attraction. for geneabons

the largest of these prehistanc predators
bave congregated In Boca Grande Pass, a
shoet run from South Seas by a skifl. Wi
we missed our shot at a Siver King,
Ladwish, vur 15901 Hewe:
sart of bont far pokang around Pine [sland
Sourd and vissamg the urspoiied beachss of
Caye Cosla State Park. During our visil we
icked past several 150 plus pound tarpon
and chibed out beachskle while dinner-size
snook passed by an ann's length away as
we onjored the cool Gulf walers, You can
expect & visil from one of the island’s resi
dent wild boars. oo,

If wou're a weteran of these 'wasers ar are
planning your lisst cruise. South Seis lland
Resort wanits von 1o know that £ s back in
busress, Whike nature had its way with the
arey, il 5 mature lhet has abvans been e
area’s greatest asset-and this s il the
case. Local intevests have ralled and the
resort, whide not vet fully up % speed, lins 2
Wi 1o offer visiting vachssmen . If yan seck the
perfect Deach, beauliful - sunsets  and
unspotledd waters, eonsicder South Seas lsland
Resont paradise foond
Conteer. Sowth Seas fslard Resont
ZUAPPVA nce sonthseas covn

is the ideal
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By Land

Captiva Island is linked vig s brdge at
Blind Pass to Sanibel lddand. Sanibel
tsland is accessible from Fort Myars
wia the Sanibel Causewsy. Hutricane
Charley inspired the construction of a
new bridge sc thed are cocasional
delays. Island He is slow-paced and
this is reflected in tha speed limis-—
be patient Its approxmately a 45-
minute drive to the resoet from Fort
Myers intarnational Airpart.

By Sea

Captwva laland les between Pine

“Island Sound and the Gulf of Maxico.
The adjacent inland waterway is wall
rmarked with Naples to the south end
Sarasota to the north. Those on
Florida's east coast can transit the
state via the St. Lucie River (Stuart),
Lake  Okeachobea and the
Okeechobee Waterway Vessels with
appropriate draft can enter Fine
Island Sound from the Gulf of Maxico
vie Redfish Pass.
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